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e-Catalogue Two
Exploring Text Manuscripts

This new series of e-Catalogues focuses on select themes of text
manuscripts available in our inventory on www.textmanuscripts.com.
We begin with “Women and the Book” a topic of considerable interest and
well represented among our holdings. These catalogues follow two earlier
series of text manuscript catalogues, including the Primers.
These remain available in digital form on our website and in print by order.

Look for our e-Catalogues the first Tuesday of every month. Forthcoming
topics include “The Ancients” and “Excuse my French” (on manuscripts
in the French language).

“The Ancients"

Sallust, Plutarch, Cicero, Juvenal, Boethius—are these authors we still
read? that we should still read? Certainly, they have shaped our society. As
the historian Mary Beard says, “many of our most fundamental assumptions
about power, citizenship, responsibility, political violence, empire, luxury,
beauty, and even humour, have been formed, and tested, in dialogue with the
Romans and their writing.” The themes explored resound today: republican
liberty or dictatorship, the purpose of history and biography, satire as social
criticism, the comfort gained through reasoned thought, to name just a
few. The manuscripts on this list preserve texts by authors from Ancient
Rome, Renaissance translations into Latin of works from Ancient Greece, and
texts by Renaissance authors written in imitation of ancient texts. For the
classroom and collector, these manuscripts illuminate the unfolding of histo-
ry from the Ancient world through the Renaissance, and down to the present
day.

Sandra Hindman and Laura Light


http://www.textmanuscripts.com/

1.

SALLUST, De Catilinae coniuratione (On the Catiline Conspir-
acy); and De bello lugurthino (On the Jugurthine War); anony-
mous short summaries of De Catilinae coniuratione and De
bello lugurthino

In Latin, decorated manuscript on parchment
Northern ltaly, c. 1440-1460

"THE PRINCE OF ROMAN HISTORIANS" —MARTIAI

DESCRIPTION: 75 folios on parchment, lacking three leaves,
titles and colored initials, a few small tears, abrasion, and stains,
folded parchment binding (16t-18tcentury), secure but with
some damage. Dimensions 158 x 108 mm.

These two historical works by Sallust (the earliest Roman his-

torian whose works survive), were the most widely read texts by any classical historian. Basic texts for the Renais-
sance classroom, the format, decoration, and added notes, including two anonymous summaries of these texts, are
evidence that this was manuscript used by students. This is an appealing witness to the popularity of Sallust’s rhe-
torical, and moralizing interpretations of Roman history in Italian humanist thought and education. [TM 969]

$52,000

2.

PLUTARCH, Life of Pompey, Latin translation by JACOPO
ANGELI DA SCARPERIA [or ANTONIO PACINI DA TODI?]

In Latin, decorated manuscript on paper
Northern Italy, Lombardy (Ferrara or Mantua?), c. 1470-1480

RENAISSANCE LONGING FOR THE ROMAN REPUBLIC

DESCRIPTION: 71 folios on paper, complete, blank space left

for initial, minor stains, nineteenth-century leather armorial
binding. Dimensions 215 x 155 mm.

Containing Plutarch’s Life of Pompey, the Roman republican hero
often hailed as an antagonist of tyranny, this is one of about 51

Full description and images available online

recorded Renaissance manuscripts of the Latin translation from the Greek original by Jacopo Angeli, but here at-
tributed to Antonio Pacini. It provides testimony that the lives continued to circulate independently, even after their

assembly into one common collection. [TM 214]

$26,000

Full description and images available online


https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/sallust-catilina-jugurthine-war-127710
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/plutarch-pompei-medieval-manuscript-60503
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/plutarch-pompei-medieval-manuscript-60503
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/sallust-catilina-jugurthine-war-127710

"THE PRINCE OF ROMAN HISTORIANS" —MARTIAL

[1.~ TM 969 ]

Full description and images available online
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https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/sallust-catilina-jugurthine-war-127710
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/sallust-catilina-jugurthine-war-127710

RENAISSANCE LONGING FOR THE ROMAN REPUBLIC

[2. ~ TM 214]
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https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/plutarch-pompei-medieval-manuscript-60503
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/plutarch-pompei-medieval-manuscript-60503

3.

PLUTARCH, Life of Quintus Sertorius in the Latin transla-
tion by LEONARDO BRUNI; DONATO ACCIAIUOLI, Life of
Charlemagne

In Latin, illuminated manuscript on parchment
Italy (Florence), c. 1461-1463/4

DESCRIPTION: 56 folios on parchment, complete, ornamental
and large initials, illuminated initials and coat of arms (added?),
excellent condition, contemporary blind-tooled leather binding
(restored). Dimensions 184 x 136 mm.

A newly discovered manuscript of the Life of Charlemagne by

Donato Acciaiuoli modelled on the ninth-century life of Charle-

magne by Einhard and inspired by Plutarch. It was copied by the famous scribe, Giovanni Marco, early in his career,
for Thomas de Debrenthe, bishop of Zagreb. Its date and the relationship between its scribe and Piero de Strozzi (the
scribe of the presentation copy and our scribe's teacher), underline the significance of this manuscript of an im-
portant text by a leading humanist from Renaissance Florence. [TM 1063]

$150,000
Full description and images available online

4.
MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO, Epistulae ad familiares (Letters
to Friends) (62 of the 435 letters)

In Latin, decorated manuscript on parchment
Northern ltaly (South Tyrol?), c. 1450

DESCRIPTION: 80 folios on parchment, complete, penwork ini-
tials, arms and other heraldic decoration, rubbing and stains, but
fine condition, early blind-tooled leather binding. Dimensions
154-155 x 105 mm.

This elegant volume, intact in what is likely its original binding,

bears witness to the Italian Renaissance’s interest in Cicero’s

letters. Admired for his eloquence and his mastery of the Latin language, Cicero was rediscovered by humanists in
the fourteenth century and much copied during the fifteenth century. In the present volume, a painted coat of
arms points to ownership by a member of a noble family in the South Tyrol, and the extensive early annotations
suggest that its owner studied the volume carefully. [TM 914]

$45,000

Full description and images available online


https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/life-of-charlemagne-141660
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/cicero-epistulae-ad-familiares-105319
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/cicero-epistulae-ad-familiares-105319
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/life-of-charlemagne-141660

CHARLEMAGNE REIMAGINED
RENAISSANCE BIOGRAPHY MODELED ON PLUTARCH

[3.~ TM 1063]
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https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/life-of-charlemagne-141660
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/life-of-charlemagne-141660

LETTERS FROM THE LAST DAYS OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC

[4.~ TM 914]

Full description and images available online
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https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/cicero-epistulae-ad-familiares-105319
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/cicero-epistulae-ad-familiares-105319

5.

Epistolae Phalaridis (The Epistles of Phalaris), Latin trans-
lation by FRANCESCO GRIFFOLINI

In Latin, decorated manuscript on parchment
Italy (Northern?), c. 1460-1480

“FAKE NEWS”: FICTIONAL LETTERS REINVENTING A FAMOUS

I

DESCRIPTION: 80 folios on parchment, lacking probably 40
leaves (five quires), gold initials on painted grounds, darkened
edges and signs of use, modern calf binding, spine almost de-
tached. Dimensions 164 x 113 mm.

The Italian humanists were fascinated by this collection of fic-

tional letters by a yet unknown author. Phalaris was a mon-

strous Sicilian tyrant, famous for torturing his enemies inside a bronze bull and eating human babies. In keeping with
the established tradition in Ancient Greece of epistolary fiction, these letters reimagine Phalaris and depict himin a
positive light. Still lacking a modern critical edition of the original Greek, or this Latin translation, this text is rare on
the market (only two copies, including this one, listed in the Schoenberg Database since 2000). [TM 1081]

$45,000

Full description images and video available online

6.

Juvenal, Satyrae (Satires); with introductory verses to satires
11, IV-VIIl by GUARINO DA VERONA

In Latin, decorated manuscript on parchment
Northern ltaly, c. 1460-1480

N EATES MY RY"—JU\V

DESCRIPTION: 61 folios on parchment, front flyleaf palimpsest,

complete, added initial, browning at edges, some stains, original
blind-tooled leather binding. Dimensions 237 x 170 mm.

One of the most popular classical texts of all time, Juve-

nal's Satires seldom appears on the market. Satirizing all as-

pects of everyday Roman life in elegant Latin, Juvenal's text was

particularly popular during the Renaissance, when it was used extensively in the schools. Our manuscript, preserved
in its original binding, includes verse introductions by humanist schoolteacher Guarino da Verona, along with evi-
dence of use by students. [TM 942]

$90,000

Full description and images available online



https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/epistolae-phalaridis-translation-141643
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/juvenal-satires-127694
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/juvenal-satires-127694
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/epistolae-phalaridis-translation-141643

"FAKE NEWS": FICTIONAL LETTERS REINVENTING A
FAMOUS TYRANT

[5. ~ TM 1081]
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“INDIGNATION CREATES MY POETRY"-JUVENAL

[6. ~ TM 942]
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https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/juvenal-satires-127694
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/juvenal-satires-127694

7.
LUDOVICUS DE GUASTIS, Epitome of PLINY THE ELDER’S
Natural History

In Latin with occasional words in Greek, manuscript on paper
Northern ltaly, c. 1460-1480

THE “WIKIPEDIA OF THE ANCIENT WOI " FOR THE RE-
NAISSANCI

DESCRIPTION: 139 folios on paper, possibly missing a quire
and two leaves at the beginning, final two folios fragmentary, red
initials, damp-staining, late eighteenth- or early nineteenth-
century parchment binding. Dimensions 157 x 108 mm.

Never printed and neglected by modern scholars, this intro-

duction to Pliny’s Natural History by the Genoese grammarian

and humanist, Ludovico de Guastis, offers a fascinating window into the reception of Pliny’s great work in Renais-
sance ltaly. Even a cursory acquaintance with the text reveals Ludovico's interest Pliny as a medical source. Both
this text (which survives in 25 manuscripts) and Pliny's Natural History are exceptionally rare on the market (no
20th- or 21st- century records in the Schoenberg Database for the Natural History and none for this commentary,
apart from this manuscript). [TM 1098]

$85,000

Full description and mages available online

8.

ANICIUS MANLIUS SEVERINUS BOETHIUS,
Consolatio philosophiae (Consolation of Philosophy)

In Latin, manuscript on paper
Italy (Venice?), c. 1475-1500

| N LIT : E FROM LA AN

DESCRIPTION: 70 folios on paper, complete, blank spaces for
initials, contemporary wooden binding with leather spine.
Dimensions 210 x 140 mm.

The most widely copied work of secular literature in the Middle

Ages, but a text that is relatively rare on the market. Lacking the

gloss found in many contemporary manuscripts which marks them as schoolbooks, this manuscript was perhaps
copied for the humanist scribe’'s own. Still in its original wooden binding with intentionally exposed boards, it repre-
sents an opportunity to acquire a complete manuscript of one of the most important intermediaries between ancient
philosophy and the Middle Ages. [TM 1004]

$45,000

Full description and images available online


https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/pliny-the-elder-natural-history-141650
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/consolatio-phiolosophiae-141413
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/consolatio-phiolosophiae-141413
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/pliny-the-elder-natural-history-141650

THE “WIKIPEDIA OF THE ANCIENT WORLD"” FOR
THE RENAISSANCE

[7.~ TM 1098]
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https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/pliny-the-elder-natural-history-141650
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/pliny-the-elder-natural-history-141650

PRISON LITERATURE FROM LATE ANTIQUITY

[8. ~ TM 1004]
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https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/consolatio-phiolosophiae-141413
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/consolatio-phiolosophiae-141413

0.

ZACHARIAS CHRYSOPOLITANUS, Super unum ex quat-
tuor (Commentary on One from Four); PETER OF POI-
TIERS, Compendium historiae in genealogia christi (A
Compendium of History in the Genealogy of Christ); ex-
cerpt from JOSEPHUS, Antiquitates iudaice (Jewish Antig-
uities)

In Latin, illustrated manuscript on paper and parchment
Southern Netherlands (Sluis, near Bruges), dated 1475

DESCRIPTION: 244 folios on parchment and paper, complete,
canon tables, five drawings, two diagrams, first leaf creased,
nineteenth-century half leather binding.

Dimensions 295 x 210 mm.

Finely illustrated manuscript copied by a previously unknown scribe who identifies himself several times, this is
the only known surviving volume from the library of the Observant Franciscans at Sluis. The two twelfth-century
texts, both of fundamental importance for the history of medieval biblical exegesis, are accompanied by a Latin
translation of Josephus’s retelling of biblical history, written in Greek c. 93-94 A.D. [TM 1012]

$110,000

Full description and images available online

10.
GUIDO DA PISA, La Fiorita d’ltalia

In Italian, decorated manuscript on parchment
ltaly, Tuscany (Florence?), c. 1440-1460

DESCRIPTION: 83 folios on parchment, lacking nine leaves,
penwork initials, original blind-tooled leather binding, some dam-
age to leather at foot of boards and spine.

Dimensions 260 x 182 mm.

Guido da Pisa’s universal chronicle — from the life of Moses

through the story of Aeneas and the beginning of the history of

Rome — written in ltalian is remarkably rare. This is the first

copy to appear on the open market in over 140 years, and, as one of only a few copies of the text on parchment, it was
presumably commissioned by an eminent patron. Best known for his commentary on Dante'’s Inferno, Guido cites
Dante frequently, along with Livy, Ovid, Isidore, and especially Virgil. There is no critical edition and few manuscripts
located outside Italy. [TM 1053]

$52,000

Full description and images available online


https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/zacharias-chrysopolitanus-141432
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/medieval-manuscript-prayer-book-105531
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/guido-da-pisa-fiorita-141601
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/guido-da-pisa-fiorita-141601
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/zacharias-chrysopolitanus-141432

ANCIENT HISTORY MEETS MEDIEVAL THROUGH
THE BIBLE

[9.~ TM 1012]

Full description and images available online
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https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/zacharias-chrysopolitanus-141432
https://www.textmanuscripts.com/medieval/zacharias-chrysopolitanus-141432

THE ROOTS OF THE ANCIENT WORLD BY A
CONTEMPORARY OF DANTE

[10. ~ TM 1053]
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