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EUCHOLOGION (Ritual of the Orthodox Church) selected prayers and blessings;
DIDACTIC VERSES; EPISTOLARY MODELS

In Greek, decorated manuscript on paper

Mount Athos (monastery of Ivrion?), c. 1650-1665

i+69+i folios on paper folded in 8°, chain-distance 30 mm., crown watermarks and A-S countermarks of three different
types similar, respectively, to Andreev's nos. 40.202 with 40.202A (1661), 60.4 (1652) and 52.12 with 52.12A (1662),
(collation, i* [-4 and 8 with loss of text] ii-iii* iv® [-8, following f. 20, with loss of text] v* vi® [f. 38 replaced] vii* viii*
[end of original manuscript] ix*), quires sometimes signed (possibly by the original scribe) with a cross in the centre of
the upper margin of each quire's first and last pages and/or with Greek numerals in outer upper corner of each quire's
first and last pages, starting with B [2] on f. 7, ruled in drypoint (justification c. 103 X 50 mm.), copied in a
calligraphic script in fourteen lines per page by one scribe with later additions by as mawy as three hands, narrow
bandband on f. 1, red ornamented initials throughout, overall in good condition, apart from some foxing and worm
holes. Bound in a recent binding of paper over cardboard, with flyleaves. Dimensions 148 X 103 mm.

This miscellany from Mount Athos, probably the monastery of Ivrion, includes liturgical
blessings and other prayers, didactic verses, and model letters. Two of the prayers are
unpublished — for the blessing of a herd, and for raising silk worms. The model letters, probably
also unpublished, are of interest to historians for the light they may throw on social relations at
the time. Although late in date, the present manuscript is of interest for its contents, and as an
example of the continued tradition of manuscript production in seventeenth-century Greece.

PROVENANCE

1. 1.Textual evidence suggests that the principal part of the volume (ff. 1-61) was probably
copied at the Iviron (Iberon or Iveron) Monastery on Mount Athos, since the first item
in its collection of models for correspondence (ff. 43-61v) ends on f. 43v with the
signature O xaBnyovu(e)voc t(1g) iepag k(al) Pactik(fic) pov(ig) tdv Ipnp(mv) 6
d(elva) igpo(pov)ay(0g) (kai) ol ovv uol &v X(p1ot)@® ad(ere)ol k(at) dodAoL T(Tig)
ueyiotng cov mavaylottog, i.e. "Priest and monk so-and-so, abbot of the Holy and
Royal Monastery of Iviron ....” The same phrase is repeated on f. 41v, naming as abbot
one Joachim (Twaxeip), otherwise unattested. Watermark evidence, and evidence of
the script suggests it was copied in the seventeenth century, c. 1650-1665.

There have been monks on the “Holy Mountain” of Mount Athos in Northern Greece since the
ninth century (and possibly earlier). Iviron, third in the hierarchy of the monasteries on Mount
Athos, was founded near the end of the tenth century by a Georgian monk, John the Iberian or
the Georgian (d. 10002), and his brother-in-law, Tornikios; the foundation still survives today,
and is the home to a large library.

2. ff. 62-69 are of the same paper as the rest of the volume but were originally left blank.
The writing on them is by three different eighteenth-century hands. There is no
evidence that this manuscript remained on Mount Athos. It does not appear in any of
the library catalogues, and the later additions suggest a non-monastic owner. The monks
at Mount Athos sometimes copied manuscripts for use elsewhere.
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3. Private European Collection.

TEXT
ff. 1-38, Euchologion: ff. 1-14r, [Lesser Blessing of Waters], AkoLroBio ToD pikpod aylacpod;

Ed. Goar, Euchologion, sive Rituale Graecorum, 2d edn., Venice 1730, pp. 358-60; P. Trempelas, "H
AxoiovBio Tod Mikpod Aylacspod (B)", Osoloyio 22 (1951) 407-15, esp. 408-10; and Goar,
1730, p. 362.

ff. 14v-23v, [Blessing of a field or vineyard], Ta&ig yivopévn gig yopdot 1j gig apmeAdva,

Ed. Goar, 1730, p. 554; A. Dmitrievskii, Opisanie liturgicheskikh rukopisei, kbraniiashchikbsia v
bibliotekakh pravoslavnogo Vostoka, vol. 2, Kiev 1901, pp. 964-5, 778, and Goar, 1730, p. 556.

ff. 23v-24, [Prayer for blessing a herd], Evyn €ig 0 gvdoyficot moipvny, inc. Aéomota K(Opr)e
0 O(e0)g MudV 0 £&ovai(av) Exmv maong kTicews, 6od dedpeba K(ol) 68 TapPAKOAODUEY, OC
noAdYNG (ac) k(ai) Erinbuvog ta roipvia tod 7 (at) prapyov Takmp, evddyncov k(ai) v
ToluvnV TAV KTNVAV T00TOV T®V S00A®V 60V 0 d(giva), etc.

Unpublished.

ff. 24v-28v, [Prayer for those who are about to receive Communion], Evyn Aeyopévn 010
apyepé(wg) N mv(evpa) tikod (o) p(0)g Emi Tovg LE(AAOVT) 0VG HETOAAUPAVELY TV
ayxphviov k(ol) epkTtdv puotnpioy;

Ed. Goar, 1730, pp. 536-7.

ff. 28v-29, [Prayer for blessing wine], Evy (1)) €ig edAoynowv oivov;

Ed. Goar, 1730, p. 553.

f. 29v, [Prayer for blessing grapes], Evy (1) €ig e0Adynov otapuidv [Ending imperfectly];

Ed. Dmitrievskii, 1901, vol. II, p. 1021.

ff. 30-38, [Prayer over a sick person], Evy() &ig acOevodvta mav voonua (CPG 4730) [end
supplied by a later hand];

Ed. Vasiliev, 1893, pp. 323-7.

ff. 39-41v, Didactic Verses: f. 39, List of the letters of the Greek alphabet and of the Greek
diacritical signs.

ff. 39v-40, Tod afpa Neihov mpoOg Apyaplov Lovayov;

Twenty-four verses with an alphabetical acrostic; ed. M. Gedeon, Gedeon,"®avtacioc raiyvia
novoykic", Exxinotootikn dAnbeia 36 (1916), pp. 35-6.
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f. 40, [untitled distich], Z1ydv povaotaic toic &v doknoel mpémel/ &v mavti Epy®, &v (08)
tpaTéln mAEOV;

Ed. A. Papadopulos-Kerameus, Tepocoloputixn piflio6nkn, vol. 2, St. Petersburg, 1894, p. 287.
ff. 40v-41v, I'vdpon povoatiyot k(o) t(t) ototyeiov €K dSlpop®V momTdV K(oi) oedV;

Metrical sayings, grouped by subjects (on virtuous men, on truth, on sin, on necessity, on
virtue), ed. S. Jakel, Menandri sententiae (Leipzig 1964) 33-83 passim.

f. 41v, [untitled saying], [ToAAOVG €T T®V S1O0OKAA®V AOUPAVELY TOVG GO0V TP TV
pobntevopévev: Topd p(Ev) T@vV eDeLAV, 6Tl TOAAN pavOavovot, Tapa (58) TdV ApudV, dTL
KOTOVG TAPEYOLGL.

ff. 42-61v, Model Letters:

ff. 42-43v, to a patriarch; ff. 43v-45, to a metropolitan; ff. 45-46v, to a bishop; ff. 46v-47v, to a
priest and monk; f. 47v, to a monk; ff. 47v-48v, to a parish priest; ff. 48v-50v, to a lay dignitary;
ff. 50v-51v, to the wife of a lay dignitary; ff. 51v-52v, to a nun; ff. 52v-55v, to a high lay
dignitary; ff. 55v-57, to an abbot; ff. 57-58v, to one's parent; ff. 58v-59, to one's brother; ff. 59-
60, to one's sister; ff. 60-61v, from a bishop, on behalf of a Christian who has suffered injustice,
Y0 apytepé(mq) €ig ddnBEvTa AdeApdv.

Formulaic letters that can be adapted to particular occasions; the text in this manuscript is not
unique, but no similar Greek collection published in print is known to this cataloguer.

ff. 61v-69v, Later additions: f. 61v, [a riddle (about salt)], "Ydwp pe yeva, E0GPOPOS e
OnAaln k(ai) mavteg dv(Bpom)ot k(ai) peyiotdveg pe dyamovot k(al) dtav ldm T(v)

pmré) pa pov, Avopat £G (2) TO TPATOV.

ff. 62v-64, [Basil the Great, Instruction to Priests (CPG 2933)], [Tapayyehia Tod €v ayiotg
7 (0t) p(0)g (V) Bacireiov apynemiokodmov Kawsapi(ag) Kamradoki(ag) mpdg tovg iepels;

Ed. A. Mai in ].-P. Migne, ed., Patrologia Graeca, vol. 31, Paris 1857, cols. 1685-8.

ff. 64v-67, [Prayer for calming winds and sea storms], Evyn €7 dwcpaci(ag) avépov kai
KAMdova Boardong;

Ed. Goar, 1730, pp. 636-7.

ff. 67v-68, [Prayer for blessing the meal on Easter Sunday], Evyn €ig 10 edloyijoar £décpata
Kkpedv, T ayia (koi) pe[yain Kvprokt] tod [Hacyal;

Ed. Goar, 1730, p. 566.

ff. 68v-69r, [Prayer for blessing a newly-painted icon], Evyn Aeyouévn &ig kevi gikov;

Ed. Goar, 1730, p. 672.

f. 69r-v, [Prayer for raising silkworms], Evyr Aeyouévt ig <o>koArkov Dyovv ig petaén, i 6mma

TprogveTn €1G THV apynv k(at) gig to Khadi k(ai) €ig o téhog, inc. Kbpie o0 O (£0)¢ Nuwv
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TOVIOKPATOP, O TNNOOAG TOV 0VPavOV K(ai) THv y1v kol tv 0dAacav k(ai) mavta Ta £V aVTng,
og émAnnv(ag) todg dotép(ag) Tov ovpavoL kK(ai) ThHv Guov Tapd to ¥NAog ¢ Bardotg k(i)
TOVG TECAPOVE TOTAUOVG TOV Tapadicov Ducdv, 'edv, Trypv k(ail) Ovepdny K(ai)
Emndnvag to ppéa(p) tov Taxop k(ai) Tv KoAqUPNROpa Tov Zhoas k(al) To TOTHPLOV TOV
ayi(ov) cov padnt(ov) k(ai) amootoA®v, ot €1, Océ Vrepdyabde, Erenpov k(ai) eikTippov
K(ai) domp. Evomlayyve, pokpdonpe, dta tov peydhov cov mvouatog cov dedueba k(atl) oe
TOPOKAAODUEV EDAOYIGOV K(0) TAIONVOV K(a1) 6TEPEOGOV AKOPEOVS TODG oyovioT(Gg) K(at)
KOpOTEPODS GKOANKOV TOV d0DAOV 6oV k(i) 7Mnoov avtods vytel ng o £pyalovv Tov
ykapmov avt(ov), etc., [Ending imperfectly].

Unpublished.

This manuscript exemplifies a type of calligraphic hand that was popular in the seventeenth
century. Very similar scripts are reproduced in: A. Komines, Facsimiles of Dated Patmian Codices,
Athens, 1970, pls. 68, 71, 73, 74, 78, 81; P. Gehin and M. Kouroupou, Catalogue des manuscrits
conservés dans la Bibliothéque du Patriarcat (Ecuménique: les manuscrits du monastére de la Panaghia de Chalki, vol.
2, Turnhout , 2008), pls. 111, 166, 185; P. Soteroudes, Iepa Movy Ifnpwv: Karaloyog
eldnvikav yeipoypapwv, vol. 11, Mt. Athos, 2007, fig. 170; B. L. Fonkich, Grecheskie rukopisi i
dokumenty v Rossii, 2d edn, Moscow 2003, pls. xii.1, xxxi.1.

The prayers, two of which seem not to have been published in print, ff. 23v-24, and f. 69rv, offer
curious evidence for popular religious belief in Greece under Ottoman rule. Some of the model
letters, especially those to a lay dignitary (f. 48v), to a lay dignitary’s wife (f. 50v), to a high lay
dignitary (f. 52v) and from a Bishop on behalf of a Christian suffering injustice (f. 60) may be of
interest to historians for the light they throw on social relations at the time.

The Euchologion is one of the chief liturgical books of the Orthodox Church, containing the
portions of the services that are said by the bishop, priest, and deacon (it corresponds more or
less with the Catholic Missal and Ritual). The oldest such text is a Greek manuscript written
around 790 (Barberini Euchologion, Gr. 336), and the first printed edition was published in
Venice in 1526. No two manuscript Euchologia are identical. This manuscript includes only a
selection of the liturgical blessings and other prayers. It is of interest to see these texts here in a
miscellany that also includes didactic verses and model letters.
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ONLINE SOURCES

Website of Iviron (or Iveron)
http://www.mountathos.gr/active.aspx?mode=en{48636019-6a30-4648-a1c0-
c2ee880a0e17}View

Elpenor: The Greek World, Athos Holy Mount, Greek Manuscripts
http://www.elpenor.org/athos/en/e218er00.asp

Byzantine Liturgy and Liturgical Books (Byzantine Catholic Archeparchy of Pittsburgh;
Metropolitan Cantor Institute)
http://www.metropolitancantorinstitute.org/liturgy/Euchologion.html
http://www.metropolitancantorinstitute.org/liturgy/LiturgicalBooks.html

Schaefe, L., ed. Greek Liturgical Texts of the Orthodox Church (in Greek)
http://analogion.gr/glt/

“Euchologion” in the Catholic Encyclopedia
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05595b.htm

On the Barbarini Euchologion (Gr. 336)
http://www.womenpriests.org/traditio/parenti.asp
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